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learned, throngh the Missisakis, that La Petite Racine had
gone as Ambassador to the Iroquois with two Chiefs; that
nothing had been heard from them since, except that one man
had said that they were yet to depart. This news induced Mon-
sieur de Louvigni to send Perrot with two canoes to Michili-
makinak, to inform the French of his arrival. As soon as he
came in sight of the place, he displayed the white Flag, and
his men uttered loud shouts of “Vive le Roi!” The French
judged, by that, that some good news had come from Montreal.
The Outaouaks ran to the edge of the shore, not in the least un-
derstanding all these outeries; as they were thoroughly per-
suaded that our affairs were in very bad condition, they were
so politic as to say that they would receive in warlike fashion
the French who were on the way. They were warned that our
usages were different from theirs; we were unwilling that they
should swarm into our ecanoes to pillage them, as is their custom
in regard to nations who come back victorious from any military
expedition, abandoning whatever is in their canoes; we pre-
ferred that they should be content with receiving presents.
Warning was sent to Monsieur de Louvigni that he would be
received in military array, with all the Frenchmen whom he
was bringing; all sorts of precautions were taken lest we should
be duped by those peoples, who were capable of laying violent
hands on us when we were least expecting such action. The
canoes came into view, at their head the one in which was the
Iroquois slave; according to custom, he was made to sing, all
the time standing upright. The Nepiciriniens, who had accom-
panied the Frenchmen responded with them, keeping time, by
loud shouts of “Sassakoue!” followed by volleys of musketry.
A hundred Frenchmen of Michilimakinak were stationed, un-
der arms, on the water’s edge at the foot of their village; they
had only powder in their guns, but had taken the precaution to
place bullets in their mouths. The fleet, which proceeded in
regular array, as if it were going to make a descent on an
enemy’s country, gradually came mear. When the canoes
neared the Village of the Outaouaks,! they halted, and the Iro-

1At Michilimackinac (the present St. Ignace) were three separate
villages—those of the French, the Hurons, and thé Ottawas. See the



